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IL was wit-h great personal as well as professional pride and 
gra:if ication '.hc4t I received Secretary Nitze's invitation to speak 
at the commissioning of '.he USS REPOSE. It has been my privilege 
Lo serve on i hree of our fine hospital ships, two in World V/ar II 
and one, this very one, in Korea. Mr. MiLze's invitation reached 
me in Hawaii as 1 was returning from a visit to our medical facilities 
in VieLnam arid the Western Pacific, more firmly convinced chan ever 
of the great contribuLions a hospital ship will make to the medical 
support of our important military opera tioas in Southeast Asia, 

The roncept of a floating hospital is not a recent one; in 
fact, hospital ships can be traced back to 1741 when the English 
fleet invaded Cariegens. Conniodore Preble gav6 the American Navy 
its firsi hospital ship during the War with Tttppli. When the 
fleet left Sicily in 1803 the USS ItJTR£PID was left behind Lo serve 
as a hospital. The fleet returned tw0 iiK>nths later and the H^ii^PID 
resumed her place as a ship of the line. True, this first hospital 
ship was created by designation rather than planning, but a hospital 
ship nonetheless! 

Regulations for hospital ships were published in 1818 but it 
was not until the Civil i/ar that these vessels again appeared wiCh 

the fleet. Perhaps the most famous of this era is "he RED P.OVER, 
capured from the Confederates and converted to a Navy Hospital 
Ship. Commodore Foote described her as (and I quote)". * < the 
most complete thing of i he kind that ever floated. . . the icebox 
holds over 300 ions. She has bathrooms, laundry, elevator for the 
sick from the lower to i he upper deck, amputating room, nine 
differon. w/uer closets, gauze blinds !o the windows to keep the 
cinders and smoke irom annoying ' he sick, two seperate kitchens for 
sick and well, a reguter corps of nurses, and ttm #ater closets for 
every duck." (End quovo). 

There followed a succession of hosrpltal ships, con'^eTted frdm 

liners, each an improvement over its predecessor. When the USS 
R2L1':F joined the fleet in v.'orld War 1, it was the first ship of 
cur l^lavy which had been constructed a^t the outset for hospital 
purposes. 

At the start of World War II, the Navy had two hospital 
ships in commission, the SOLACE and Lhe RILIEF. The SOLACE was 
at Pearl Harbor when the Japanese made their infamous attack and 
she served most capably in caring for casualties. At the height 
of World War 11 the Navy manned a fleet of 18 hospital ships and 
Included in these were the six of the Haven class, of which the 
REPtt^S is one. These ships were designed and built from the hull 
up as 800-bed modern hospitals. 



Titree of titese tine sttiprs ser"s^d during the Korean ^ar, the 
RSPOSli, the CONSOLATION, and the HAV2N. Each was equipped with a 
helicopter landing platform, a recomraendaLion of Vice Admiral Joel 
T. Boone, one of our raos: distinguished Naval Medical Officers. 
Casualties could now be flown directly from the bacLlefront to a 
floating hospital facility where ihey received definitive medical 
and surgical cure, frequently only 20-30 minutes after they were 
wounded. Initial evacuation by helicopter, immediate and thorough 
professional care on the hospital ship, and further evacuation to 
shore-based hospitals by trained aeroraedical teams, undoubtedly 
saved hundreds of American lives. 

v/hen the HAVEN was placed in the reserve fleet in 1957, to 
function as « doeksfda tto^p^ieal m Long Beach, it matlee^ the first 
time since che Civil that the United States Navy lacked the 

capability of a coispl^lie and modern floating hospital, a medical 
facility that eauld hm ma40may- t« an area of need within a few 
hours after the call for help went forth, 

v/hen the REPOSE sails for Vietnam she will not only fefe a^diftg 
another illustrious chapter to her long career of humanitarian 
service, but her new "face lifting" will provide American serviceman 
with the finest and most advemc^d mMtt&l trestttient in history. 
Scores of men working around the clock a" ihis shipyard have 
completely overhauled the gallant veteran of vVorld viar II and 
Korea, "^hey haver pr^fafed, |iainved and polished her unlil she looks 
like new. And she is literally be' ter than ever. 

The R2P0SS is proWd&d with the tfio^t recfent hoapital equip- 
men' and supplies and with a superbly qualified staff. Her medical 
spaces are designed and located co afford centralized functions 
and to guarantee maximxim patient-care benefits. She is truly a 
modern diagnostic and treatmen. facility. Her helicopter pad can 
receive ihe heavier craft now in use. If the weather precludes 
patient transportation by air, ambulatory patients can come aboard 
by way of one of four ladders and electrically driven hoists will 
bring lii..er patienis aboard. 

There are cwo crews aboaM t?he 11EP0S2: the €t«(* responsible 
for the operation and main; enance of the ship is commanded by 
Captain llaher and includes 16 officers and 200 enlisted personnel; 
the 750-bed hospital is commanded by Captain Engle, and is staffed 
by 24 physicians, three dentists, seven tiedical Service Corps 
officers, two chaplains, 29 nurses ard 250 hospital corpsmen and 
dental technicians. 

In addition o providing the basic facilities and capabilities 
of a large modern hospital, the RfJOSil will cajery several innovations 
to front line diagnosis and ireatmenr. For years the Navy has 
pioneered in .he preservation of blood by freezing. As yet we have 
not used froaeB blosd in Viernaitt but «<e will have the capability for 
storing and reeonsv.itu ing fro?-en blood aboard this ship. I wish 
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to emphasize that this ts an additional means of meeting peak re- 
quirements; it Is a supplement noc a replacement for the effective 
whole blood program that has been and is the responsibility of the 
Amy Hedical Laboratory In Japan* Frozen blood can be stored for 
en Indefinite period of time and reconstituted, ready for use, 
within a matter of minutes. 

The RTPOSS will carry a portable pump-oxygenaLor, an artificial 
heart, wiih the trained personnel ;.o utilize it. The feasibili.y 
and ifflporlance of repairing damaged blood vessels in the arms and 
legs in fon;ard medical facilities was definitely established 
during I he Korean War. rfe believe it should now be delermined 
whether a front line capability to artificially support the cir- 
culation of > he patienr and do direc*^ surgery on the heart (and the 
large vessels connec ed to it) is also important. 

Aboard ^ he REPOSZ will be i he raos. modern of laboratory 
equipmen .. Included in he advanced diagnostic ' echniques 
available Is 'he one which utilizes an anrigen-ancibody reaction 
and a fluorescen dye o rapidly iden' ify he causltive organisms 
of such diseases as tuberculosis and malaria. 

Located beneath he helipad Is a recompression chamber. This 
chamber can be used for -rea men of flying and diving casualties 
and also for providing oxygen under pressure for she ireaimen of 
certain types of infeciion including netanus and gas gangrene. 

Finally, the k£P0S3 will afford an interesting opporruni y 
for the staff tO: participate In he civic action program. Iflien 
'ho work-l^ad pTml s, ^h* doc ors , nurses and corpsoien will be 
able to go ashore, into the villages, to help and train the local 
people to solve their medical problems. When it cap be done without 
Interfering with our primary mission, care and treatment of the SlCk 
and injured me-nbers of the Armed Forces, we will make the . POS" 
facilities available for training selected Vl«>tn«mese doctors and 
nurses. Civic action activities are winning for us many n'-w and 
valuable friends; they also provide professionally rewarding outlets 
for our f'edical Department personnels Waval Meeficai personnel are 
already participating in civic action programs with AID, USOM, at 
the station hospital in Saigor and with the Marines, 

In closing, I exp'-ess my appreciation to ell of those who 
have so capably planned and accomplished the rebuilding of the 
P. BOS'". My congratulations and best wishes go with the splendid 
crews that have been selected to operate this fine ship and to carry 
out the professional duties inherent in the mission of her hospital. 



